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AN ANALYSIS OF THE SPOKEN AND THE LITERARY STYLES
OF PRONUNCIATION IN THE FOOCHOW DIALECT

Wang Tien-chang

The Foochow dialect, which is diffused in the lower area of the Min River, Fukien,
is one of the important southern dialects of China.

During the last few decades the field of the Foochow dialect has been touched on
by specialists such as Bernhard Karlgren, T’ao Ao-min, Kao Ming-kai, and Lan Ya-hsiu.
These scholars, however, have not dealt with the problems of the differences in style
between the spoken and +the literary pronunciation ohf +he Foochow dialect which const-
itute a significant phonetic phenomenon commonly shared by dialects in china but es-
pecially marked in that of Foochow. As Dr. Y. R. Chao points out, a clear understanding
of the different styles of pronunciation in any dialect is helpful for further research
on sound change, historical and geographical, in Chinese languages.

In this article the author first re-evaluates the reconsiruction of the phonetic sys-
tem of the Foochow dialect worked out by Bernhard Karlgren, T’ao Ao-min, Kao Ming-
kai, and Lan Ya-hsiu, and then records both the spoken and the literary pronunciation
of 517 characters in the modern Foochow dialect, with illustrative examples. Secondly,
he compares the two different styles of pronunciation in the modern Foochow dialect,
and analyzes three relevant aspects, i.e., the initials, the finals, and the fones as they
relate to ancient Chinese. Finally, the author arrives at some new conclusions from
his study. ‘

It is hoped that the article will be valuable for dialezfologists and specialists in-

ancient Chinese,



